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loads and Bridges

1. T2 new road from dokiwmi to Novi Afonslkd was completed ia 1947,
7hnre are tws bridges on this road. - - )

a. The (umista Bridgo, wadch crosses the Gumista Riwer, is 8 or
9 Idiometers rom Sukbumi. It {& abous 25-30 meters long.
I% 48 10-15 riters above the gurface of the water.

4 iide View of the Gonists Bridee

7

{1) inddcaiss concrete sbutments.
{2) indicafies concrete pler.

{.3) is the rosdway made of conorete with a topping of asthals,
{h) is the railing of conerete.

4

The ‘hr"}.dge ie conatructed entirely of concrete and s wide
movgh for. tuo-lane traffic. In addition there iz s gide-
anll, about 1 meter wide, on sach aide of the reodwey.

We The second bridge crosses & ravine 6-8 iiiomebers northesst of
idovl Afonski. %he ravine is 648 meters deep. The dridge is
oonsivucted of copsrste and is about 10-12. meters long. It 4s
vide encugh for twe-lane traffic, -
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ce- IRy,

(1) indicates abutments of comerete.

(2) is the conerete roadway of the bridge with a topping
of asphalt.

(3) 1s the conerete railing.

(&) is the rosd at the approaches to the bridge.

€. The asphalt surface of the road between Sukhuni and Nowi Afonsidi
)s in excellent condition. The road erosses the slope of the
nountain and presents curves and a steep grade, particularly ab
the peint where the bridge croeses the ravine.

2. The road from Gagri to Sochi has a total length of 75 kilometers.
Scurce does not know this road well, sinrce he has travelled over it
vasy 1ittle. He remenbers that there are three or four large bridges
o this stretch of road, but he cen neme only three. :

a, Pilenkovo (or Gadyadi) Bridze 4s 15 kilometers from Gagri. It
is 15 mebers long and is wide enough for two-lane traffic. It
is 5-8 meters above the surface of the river.

Side View of P vo_Bridse
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(1) indicates concrete sbutments.
(2) is the roadway of concrete with a topping of asphalt.
{3) 18 & concrete railing.

b. The Germolovka Bridge is 22 kilometers from Gsgri. The length
of the bridge 1a 12-15 meters, and 1t is wide enough only for
one-lene traffic. Its height above the surface of the river
is 4-5 meters. The bridge ie built of steel.
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(1) marks the two comcrete abutments.

(2) is the roadway. Its frame is made of steel beams, on
which is laid plenking with & topping of asphalt,

(3) is a steel trusga.

(4) 18 level ground at the approach to the bridge.

The bridge is very strong. Source saw medium tanks crossing
this bridge during the last war. He did not see any fords in
the vicinity of this dridge: the water is desp at all seasons
of the year, but there is not a strong current.
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¢. The Adler Bridge is 40 kilometers from Gegri. This bridge
is built entirely of wood. It is about 50 meters long and
is wide enough for two-lane traffic. It is supported on
abutments and on piers bullt of tree trunks. Source does
not knmow the capacity of the bridge, but he saw two loaded
trucks crossing the bridge similtaneously; their total welght
mst have exceeded 15 tons. The bed of the river is sandy
and rocky. but there is also mud in places.

d. Source is unable to describe the bridges west of Adler.

e. The entire length of the road from Gagrl to Sochi is surfaced
with asphalt and is wide enough for two-lane traffic. The
road is maintained in excellent condition. The most difficult
part of the road is that between Gagri and Pilenkovo (or Gadyadi).
Here the road passes over mountainous terrain and presents many
curves and sheer drops. Destruction of the road st this peint .
would_conse_more difficulty in commnications than the destruciion

L Al o

9f all the bridses on the rest_of the road.

" 3o ZThe road from Bzyb to Lale Ritsa 1s open at all seasons of the year
end is blocked at only a few points for u few days by snow. Nobody
is prohibited to travel to Lake Ritsa, but when source went there last,
in July 1947 he was not allowed to go all the way around the lake. He
wag allowed to go %o Kilometer 39, which is the point where a large
hotel, called Gostinitsa Ritsa, is located. At that time, source was
told that a two~lane, asphalte-surfaced road hed been built all around
the laks, He was also told that long age a summer house had been builg
there for Stalin, and that in the f£2ll of 1947 Stalin had atayed at
Lake Ritsa. Stalin also goes to other places in the country: one of
thea is Kholodnoya Rechka, which 1s 11 or 12 kilometers west of Gegri.
Between Bzyb and Lake Ritsa there are three bridges.

a. Bridge at Kilometer 22t
Side Viey of Pride
_ 4 : ridce 4
3 | 2 | [ 3
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The length of this bridge 1s 15-20 meters, and it is wide
enough for two-lane traffic. Its height above the river

ia 6~8 meters.

(1) indicates coucrete abutments.

(2) 1s the roadway of concrete with a surface of asphalt.
(3) 1e the level road at the approaches to the bridge.
(4) is the concrete railing.

b. The Galobol Bridge is situated beslde a small lake (spring)
named Galoboi. I% 1s constructed of concrete, is 6-8 meters
long, 1s wide enough for two-lane traffic, and 1s 1-2 meters
above the surface of the water.
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¢. The bridge at Kilometer 28 ecrosses the River Gega, a
trivutary of the Bzyb. The bridge is constructed entirely
of wood. It is 6-8 meters long, is wide enough only for
one=lane traffic, and is.3-k meters above the surface of the
water.

d. The bridge at Xilometer 33 also crosses the River Gega. Thie
bridge is constructed entirely of contrete and ig Just 1like
the bridge at Eilometer 22, except that the height of this
bridge zbove the surface of the river is 10-12 meters.

e. From the Bzyb to Lake Ritsa the road 1s wide enough for two-
lane traffic and is maintained in excellent condition.

f. Immediately after croesing the bridge at Kilometer 22 there
is & cliff through which rasses a tunnel for the read going
from Bzyb to Ritsa. This tunnel is 35-40 meters long. 1%
has not been finished 1in any way, but has been left in natural
rock surface. The width of the tunnel is 4§ meters, and the
height 1s 6-8 meters. Its use for two-lane traffic is pro-
hibited. At the entrances of the tunnel there are sigans
indicating speed 1imit of 15 kilometers per hour

Lgke Ritcn

*The road leading from the Bzyb Bridge to Lake Ritsa was begun in 1933.

Source’s father at that time worked on this road, not as s laborer
but as an oven-men working at the ovens in Gagri, whence at times he
trensported flour to Kilometer 13 (starting point of the Bzyd Bridge).
where an oven had been constructed. There he baked bread for the
laborers working on the congtructlon of the road., He remembers that
about 400 laborers were working then in that reglon. The road in
Places where thers was no rock (most of the gube-soil was rocky and
firm) was constructed as followa: Tirst the road was dug out to a
depth of 20-30 centimeters and large rocks were lald in the road bed,
Over this was laid gravel, and on top of that sand. He saw no roade
laying machinery at this time except a rock crusher. At that time
there wes talk thet the road would be extended to Kilometer 20, vhere
a hydro-slectric station was to be constructed, In 1935-36, however,
Plans were suddenly changed, and the ides of constructing the hydro-
electric station wes ebandoned. The road, however, was contimued, with'
& program of extending it to Leke Ritga, The aim of extending the
road to Leke Ritca was saild ab that time %o be to serve vacationers,
there for a change of climate. In 1938, source's father was exiled.
When he returned in 1947, he was t0ld that the road had been completed.
During the time that worlk was golng on at Lake Ritsa, nobtody could
visit the lake without o speclal permit from the anthorities.

Source says that, at the time when work was going on at Leke Ritsa

(ke does not know the exact period), an undsrground telephone cable
wag leld to Lake Ritsa., Source does not know where this cable astarted.
The cable was laid 0.80 %o one meter below the surfzce of the ground.
The cable follows & linme parallel to the highwey from Bzybd to Lake
Ritea. From Bzyb to Sochi, ,however, it sometimes follows a line
parallel to the highwey and sometimes parallel to the railrosd line.
Source says that the reagors {or laying this cable were purely military.
Troops of the construction eorpe worked at Lake Bitsa. The cable cone
sisted of a bronze tube with a diameter of i-5 centimeters, within
vhich there was a double wire. This cable was transported on & special
Studebaker truck. Runmor said that this cable was intenied to give
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direct telephone commnication between Lake Ritsa and lioscow. Every
100 or 200 meters along the cable were set blue stakes with various
numbers on them, The mumbers appeared to have sone $echnical sig-
nificance related to the underground cable. Source is of the opinion
that these stakes were placed at points vhere the cable was spliced.

Map Information
The village of Bzyb 1is often considered to be a part of the town of
Kaldekhlars, because the houses on the western edge of Bzyb and those
on the eastern edge of Kaldskhiara almoet touch. The houses are not
built close together.

The town of Kaldakhiara is bullt on the highway about three kilometers
wost of the Bzyb bridge. It is the administrative center of a "Commne."

Explenation of the attached sketch map:

No. 1 iz the village of Cagri.

Ho. 2 is the villege of Kaldakhiara.

No. 3 is the village of Bzyb.

No. 4 is the Bzyb Bridges.

Ro. 5 is the Chornaya Rechta Bridge.

No. 6 is the Belaya Rechls Bridge.

No. 7 is the Gudauty Bridge.

No. 8 is the Achysdara Bridge.

Ko. 9 ig the Novi Afonskl Bridge.

No. 10 is the CGumista Bridge on the old highwey.
No. 11 is the Kilometer 6 bridge on the new road.
Ho. 12 1s the Gumista Bridge on the new road.
No. 13 is the town of Pitsuda.

Ho. 14 4s the village of Cudauty.

ﬁoo 15 19 the village of Novi Afonski.

No. 16 is the city of Sukhunmi.

No. 17 is Lake Galoboi and Galobol Bridge.
No. 18 is the bridge at Kilometer 22,

No. 19 is the bridge at Kilometer 28.

No. 20 1s the bridge at Kilometer 33.

No. 21 1s Lake Ritsa.

Fo. 22 13 the tunnel on: the road between Kilometer 22 and Kilometer 28.

One sketch mep attached.
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